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INTRODUCTION

Many adverse reactions have been reported following
COVID-19 vaccines; however, cutaneous reactions are
relatively uncommon."* A reaction to the vaccine can
be highly distressing, leading to reluctance to undergo
further vaccination.> Until November 2021, the mRNA
Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine, BNT162b2 (COMIRNATY™)
was the only COVID-19 vaccine used in New Zealand.*”

We present 20 patients with apparent vaccine reactions
from February 2021 to October 2021 (Table 1; Figures 1-20).
Patients were identified non-systematically through the
authors’ own clinical practice, including through referrals
from other centres. Patients met the inclusion criteria if
they had a possible dermatological vaccine reaction and
were either reviewed personally by the authors or had suf-
ficient information provided via correspondence with the
referrer.

CONCLUSION

Our experience of cutaneous reactions associated with
the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine reflects other re-
ports. We have observed localised and generalised reac-
tion patterns and activation of infection and pre-existing

| Amanda Oakley MB ChB, PGDipHeallnf, FRACP

A growing number of cutaneous adverse reactions have been reported follow-
ing the administration of a COVID-19 vaccine. We describe a series of twenty
patients who developed a variety of cutaneous conditions within two weeks of
receiving the Pfizer/ BioNTech BNT162b2 vaccine.

Adverse effects, BNT162 vaccine, COVID-19, COVID-19 vaccines, dermatology, New Zealand,

inflammatory skin diseases. Severe cutaneous reactions
are uncommon.
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FIGURE 1 Reactions after COVID vaccine. Case 1 (Figure 1a-casel) localised plaque at vaccination site, (Figure 1b-casel) plaque fading
2weeks' later; Case 2 (Figure 2-case2) ulcer at vaccination site; Case 3 (Figure 3-case3) small-vessel vasculitis; Case 4 (Figure 4a-case4;
Figure 4b-case4) resolving small-vessel vasculitis; Case 5 (Figure 5a-case5; Figure 5b-case5) small-vessel vasculitis; Case 6 (Figure 6a-case6)
pityriasiform reaction, (Figure 6b-case6) urticaria; Case 7 (Figure 7-case7) severe urticaria and localised reaction to 5-fluorouracil cream;
Case 8 (Figure 8-case8) dermographism; Case 9 (Figure 9-case9) pityriasiform eruption; Case 10 (Figure 10a-casel0; Figure 10b-case10)
erythema multiforme-like reaction; Case 11 (Figure 11a-casell; Figure 11b-casell; Figure 11c-casell) recurrent herpes simplex, erythema
multiforme; Case 12 (Figure 12a-case12; Figure 12b-case12) erythema nodosum; Case 13 (Figure 13-casel13) Grover disease; Case 14

(Figure 14-casel4) acute bullous eruption; Case 15 (Figure 15-casel5) bullous pemphigoid; Case 16 (Figure 16a-casel6) tattoo sarcoidosis,
(Figure 16b-casel6; Figure 16c-casel6) scar sarcoidosis; Case 17 (Figure 17a-casel7; Figure 17b-case17) reactivation of severe psoriasis; Case
18 (Figure 18-casel8) reactivation of non-sexually acquired vulval ulceration; Case 19 (Figure 19-casel9) reactivation of severe eczematous
dermatitis and Case 20 (Figure 20a-case20; Figure 20b-case20) reactivation of herpes zoster.
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